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Submission from Glasgow School of Art – Admissions Department 

 
Call for views on the draft budget 2017/18 – Scottish HEIs and disabilities 
 
 
The specific questions that the Committee would like your input on are listed below. 
These are— 

 
 Do you collect any information on whether applicants to degree programmes 

have a disability? If so, what information do you collect and how do you use  
it?  
All applicants are asked to declare if they have a disability when completing 
their application. This information is used to ensure that where an applicant 
has a particular need with regard to the admissions process that this is put in 
place and to contact applicants with firm offers to ask if they need any support 
during their studies and to invite them to meet with learning support services 
to ensure that disability related needs are assessed and where 
appropriate/relevant adjustments are in place prior to commencement of 
study. Data collected is also used in academic planning, Equality Impact 
assessment and institutional reporting as required by the Public Sector 
Equality Duty 

 
 Do you take disability into account when processing applications for degree 

level study?  
 

Disability is not taken into account when assessing applications for suitability 
for entry to a programme. It only becomes relevant if the applicant confirms 
their acceptance of their offer. 

 
 Do you provide any specific feedback to disabled applicants who are not 

offered a place either in relation to their application or the admissions policy in 
place at this HEI?  

 
All applicants who are not offered a place can request feedback on their 
portfolio/interview outcomes. 

 
 Can you say what percentage of disabled students studying at your institution 

completer their studies and graduate? How does this rate compare with the 
competition/graduation rate for non-disabled students at your institution?  

 
The most recent data on graduating students is listed below 

 
 

 
 

 
No students failed 

GRADUATES WITH DECLARED 
DISABILITY 

2014/15 

Not Known to be Disabled 337 85% 
Declared Disability 50 15% 
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to complete and graduate. The disability attainment gap in 14/15 was 8.9% 
(13/14 -2.6% .12/13 1.1%. 11/12 -3.3%).  
 
In 2014/15 16.6% of the student population at GSA had disclosed a disability 
 
 
 
 

 Do you have any views on whether a personal characteristic, such as 
disability, should be considered in the admissions process, including in the 
allocation of places on degree programmes?  
 
GSA is currently undertaking a Fair Admissions project looking at how we 
undertake admissions and recruitment in relation to putting in place a process 
which in addition to fulfilling the targets set out in our Outcome Agreement, 
makes entry to GSA more accessible to a wider range of the population. A 
protected characteristic is not in itself currently a consideration in the 
contextualisation of an application. 

 
 Does the Outcome Agreement for your HEI make specific reference to, or 

include targets for, disabled students? If not, why not? “If the Outcome 
Agreement does make such reference, can you provide details on the targets 
it sets? If it does not include targets, why? 
 
It does not include specific targets as we are seeking to widen participation 
from across groups under represented at GSA more generally. Focusing on the 
individual and supporting them to make informed decisions and develop the 
skills basis on which to apply and succeed, allows us to support a range of 
under-represented groups ensuring we are supporting individuals and not 
chasing targets. Working in partnership with other HEIs, it also allows us to 
avoid competition in achieving targets amongst comparatively small cohorts of 
students. In addition, acceptances as a proportion of applications has been 
higher over the last 2 years for those disclosing disability than those with no 
disclosed disability. 

 
 Can you tell us how many applications to degree programmes your HEI / 

School received from disabled applicants each year over the last five years? 
How many of those applications were successful? 
Most recent data available is given below 

 

 

UCAS APPLICATIONS 2010/11 2011/12 2012/13 2013/14 2014/15 
No disclosed disability 92.2% 89.9% 91.2% 90.9% 89.9% 
Disclosed disability 7.8% 10.1% 8.8% 9.1% 10.1% 
UCAS ACCEPTANCES 2010/11 2011/12 2012/13 2013/14 2014/15 
No disclosed disability 95.1% 91.0% 92.5% 89.8% 87.2% 
Disclosed disability 4.9% 9.0% 7.5% 10.2% 12.8% 
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Acceptances as a 
Proportion of Application 

2010/
11

2011/1
2

2012/
13

2013/1
4

2014/15 

No disclosed disability 10.9
%

9.3% 10.7
%

8.6% 10.2% 

Disclosed disability 6.5% 8.1% 8.9% 9.8% 13.5% 
 
 

 Are there any other issues, or aspects of policy, around widening access for 
disabled people you wish to highlight to us? 

The availability of the Disabled Student Allowance scheme/ funding is critical to 
the support of individual students. 

 
The Committee requests you respond, in writing, by close of business on Monday 28 
November 2016. Please email your written response to 
equalities.humanrights@parliament.scot 

 
 


